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Acknowledgement of Country

Catholic education SA acknowledges the first custodians of Australia - First Nations Peoples - and we pay our
respects to elders, past, present and future.

SOUTH AUSTRALIAN COMMISSION FOR CATHOLIC SCHOOLS
PO BOX 179 TORRENSVILLE PLAZA SOUTH AUSTRALIA 5031
TELEPHONE: (08) 8301 6600 FACSIMILE: (08) 8301 6611

www.cesa.catholic.edu.au
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1 Purpose

The purpose of this policy is to articulate the policy position of the South Australian
Commission for Catholic Schools in relation to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander (ATSI)
peoples in our sector.

2 Scope of Policy

This policy applies to all Catholic schools and CEO offices in South Australia.

3 Policy
The South Australian Commission for Catholic Schools is committed to:

. recognising historic and present injustice suffered by Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander peoples and participating actively in the reconciliation process

= respecting and protecting the cultural rights and practices of Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander peoples

= acknowledging the continuing relationship and spiritual connection to the land and
waters in respect to the original custodians.

= acknowledging that current CESA school communities are located on traditional lands of
the original custodians

= actively promoting the enrolment of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students

= the learning and life outcomes of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students mirroring
the learning and life outcomes of all Australians

= encouraging full participation of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples within our
school communities and their decision making processes

= having all students learn about the histories, cultures and contributions of Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander peoples.

4 Definitions

=  Aboriginal means a person who is a descendant of the original inhabitants of Tasmania
and mainland Australia and its islands.

= Torres Strait Islander means a person who is a descendant of the original inhabitants of
the Torres Strait region which lies between the tip of Cape York Peninsula and the south
west coast of Papua New Guinea.

= |ndigenous Australian means an Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander person who: (a) is
of Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander descent, and (b) identifies as an Aboriginal
and/or Torres Strait Islander person, and (c) is accepted as a such by the Aboriginal
and/or Torres Strait Islander community.

=  First Nations People refers to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander societies as those
that are diverse, complex and sophisticated. Australia is made up of many Aboriginal
Nations.
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5 Responsibility for implementation, monitoring, and continual
iImprovement

Responsibility for implementation, monitoring and review of the policy is vested at the level
appropriate to the following roles:

Catholic Education Offices Catholic Schools

Deputy Director: Catholic Education SA Principal

Senior Education Adviser: Aboriginal and School Board (or Equivalent)
Torres Strait Islander Education
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7 Related documents/links
The following documents are to be read in conjunction with this document.
=  Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Education Procedure
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